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MADRID FOR AMBASSADOR BOWDLER WITH 
VICE PRESIDENT'S PARTY 

MAPUTO FOR YOUNG PARTY 

E.0.11652:N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SF 

SUB: VORSTER STATEMENT PRIOR TO VIENNA MEETINGS 

1. PRIME MINISTER VORSTER GAVE PRESS INTERVIEW EVENING 
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MAY 16, SECTIONS OF WHICH TELEVISED SAME EVENING AND WIDELY 
REPORTED IN PRESS MAY 17. VORSTER SAID HE WAS NOT GOING TO 
VIENNA IN A "MOOD OF CONFRONTATION" AND PRESUMED 
VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE WAS NOT EITHER. "I AM GOING FOR 
THE SOLE PURPOSE OEMDISCUSSING ISSUES ABOUT AFRICA AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND THE ROLE SOUTH AERICA CAN PLAY IN 
SECURING PEACE AND STEMMING THE TIDE OF MARXISM.... 
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I WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT THIS IS ALSO THE US'S STAND 
IN THIS MATTER. SOUTH AFRICA HAS ALWAYS MADE IT CLEAR 
THAT IT WOULD BE READY TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS WITH ANY 
LEADER." RESPONDING TO A QUESTION ABOUT REPORTS THAT 
THE US INTENDED TO PUT PRESSURE ON SOUTH AFRICA, VORSTER 
REPLIED "I WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT THE PURPOSE OF THIS 
CPSIT IS NOT TO PUT PRESSURE ON ME ABOUT ANYTHING. 

SOUTH AFRICA HAS MADE ITS POSITION CLEAR ON ALL OCCASIONS, 

THAT IT WILL COOPERATE IN FINDING PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS, 

BUT NO SELF-RESPECTING COUNTRY WILL ALLOW ITSELF TO BE 
PRESSURIZED IN CERTAIN DIRECTIONS." 

2. VORSTER SAID THAT HE WAS GOING FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
"PUTTING SOUTH AFRICA'S CASE " AND NOT TO "TAKE ORDERS". 

HE REGARDED THE TALKS AS BEING OF THE "UTMOST IMPORTANCE " 
BECAUSE THEY WERE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL THAT HAD BEEN 
HELD IN MANY YEARS, AND BECAUSE MR.MONDALE 

HAD BEEN GIVEN THE TASK OF FORMULATING AMERICAN POLICY TOWARD 

AFRICA. QUESTIONED ABOUT THE US ROLE IN AFRICA, VORSTER 

FUID THAT THE US HAD COME TO AFRICA BECAUSE OF THE 

MARXIST THREAT, THE PRESENT TRENDS WERE NOT EXACTLY 

A CONTINUATION OF THE KISSINGER POLICIES, BUT HAD TO 

BE VIEWED AGAINST THAT BACKGROUND. IN THE PAST SOUTH 

AFRICA HAD FELT A CERTAIN DEGREE OF UNCERTAINTY WITH 

RESPECT TO WHERE IT STOOD VIS-A-VIS US POLICY. THE 

PRESENT OPPORTUNITY "TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH THE 

US" HAD TO BE SEEN AS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO SOUTH 

AFRICA. 
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3. VORSTER EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE TO THE JETRIWO 
GOVERNMENT FOR HOUSING THE DISCUSSIONS, AND SAID HE 
LOOKED FORWARD TO TALKS WITH CHANCELLOR KREISKY AS 
WELL. 

NELSON 
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